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Figure 4a and its projection into two dimensions (Fig. 4b) show
the results of our simulations in Cu where cross-slip/double cross-
slip takes place and irradiation-induced SFT defects are absorbed by
sweeping dislocations based on the criterion discussed above.
Figure 4 shows localization of plastic flow in defect-free channels.
The channel width is approximately 200 nm with a channel spacing
of 1,000 nm in agreement with experimental observations1. Exami-
nation of the simulation results reveals that the mechanism of
channel formation can be described as follows. As dislocations
propagate from a Frank–Read source, a screw dislocation segment
may be pinned by the defects and eventually cross slip from its
primary plane as the stress is increased. This is followed by double
cross-slip of the segment, creating a new dislocation source on a
parallel plane. This process continues with dislocation segments
cross-slipping progressively from one glide plane to another, result-
ing in a set of parallel planes with active dislocations (the spacing
between each pair of planes varies between 25 and 50 nm). Even-
tually, spreading of the band is limited by the interaction between
segments of opposite sign that, in concert with the defects, exerts a
backstress on those segments attempting to cross-slip. However, the
process is continuous with dislocations being emitted from the
same original single source, cross-slipping to adjacent planes and so
on, resulting in a large local shear strain (about 100%) in the band.
The spacing between the channels is a stochastic variable deter-
mined by the spatial distribution of dislocation sources. M
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The noble gases have a particularly stable electronic configura-
tion, comprising fully filled s and p valence orbitals. This makes
these elements relatively non-reactive, and they exist at room
temperature as monatomic gases. Pauling predicted1 in 1933 that
the heavier noble gases, whose valence electrons are screened by
core electrons and thus less strongly bound, could form stable
molecules. This prediction was verified in 1962 by the preparation
of xenon hexafluoroplatinate, XePtF6, the first compound to
contain a noble-gas atom2,3. Since then, a range of different
compounds containing radon, xenon and krypton have been
theoretically anticipated and prepared4–8. Although the lighter
noble gases neon, helium and argon are also expected to be
reactive under suitable conditions9,10, they remain the last three
long-lived elements of the periodic table for which no stable
compound is known. Here we report that the photolysis of
hydrogen fluoride in a solid argon matrix leads to the formation
of argon fluorohydride (HArF), which we have identified by
probing the shift in the position of vibrational bands on isotopic
substitution using infrared spectroscopy. Extensive ab initio
calculations indicate that HArF is intrinsically stable, owing to
significant ionic and covalent contributions to its bonding, thus
confirming computational predictions11–13 that argon should form
a stable hydride species with properties similar to those of the
analogous xenon and krypton compounds reported before14–18.

We prepared hydrogen fluoride in an argon matrix by passing
argon over an HF–pyridine polymer (Fluka) at room temperature,
and condensing the mixture onto a CsI substrate kept at 7.5 K. The
argon used was either 40Ar (100%; AGA) or 36Ar (99.5% isotopically
enriched; ICON Services). By optimizing the experimental condi-
tions, fairly monomeric samples of HF were obtained in the matrix
(infrared bands corresponding to H–F stretching vibrations were
found at nHF = 3,962 and 3,954 cm−1; nDF = 2,895 cm−1), as evidenced
by comparison with previous HF/Ar matrix-isolation studies19. A
very high degree of deuteration (. 90%) was achieved by passing
the gaseous HF/Ar mixture through a volume containing small
amounts of liquid deuterated sulphuric acid.

Photolysis of the HF was performed by illuminating the HF/Ar
matrix (through a MgF2 window) with a Kr vacuum-ultraviolet
continuum discharge lamp (Opthos), which emitted in the
spectral region of 127–160 nm wavelength. Typically, only a fraction
(, 30%) of HF dissociated when this light source was used, even
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after extended periods of photolysis; this most probably indicates
self-limitation of the photolysis due to formation of absorbing
species20, possibly involving charge-transfer excitation of impurity
oxygen atoms.

After photolysis of the HF, three previously unknown bands
appeared in the infrared spectra at about 1,969.5, 687.0 and
435.7 cm−1 in an 40Ar environment; the highest-frequency band
had three components, assigned to different matrix sites. The
intensities of these new absorptions grew proportionally on anneal-
ing the sample at about 18 K, and the absorber was found to be
stable in our experiments at temperatures below about 27 K. A
similar set of new absorptions was obtained in photolysed and
annealed DF/40Ar matrixes, the positions now being 1,466.3, 513.0
and 435.3 cm−1. In HF/36Ar samples, the three absorptions shifted to
higher frequencies, these shifts being approximately +2, +2 and
+7 cm−1 from the values given above for HF in 40Ar matrix.

The infrared absorption bands obtained by photolysis and
annealing of HF/40Ar, HF/36Ar and DF/40Ar matrixes are shown in
Fig. 1. The proportional growth of the three new bands on annealing
the sample at different temperatures, as well as their synchronous
decrease on ultraviolet irradiation (see below) prove that they
belong to the same species. We emphasize that the three infrared
absorptions under discussion are completely absent in photolysed
and annealed matrices of ‘pure’ Ar—containing only minor
amounts of normal impurities like O2, N2, CO2 and H2O—showing
the participation of F atoms in the absorbing species. Based on
deuteration shifts, the two highest-frequency absorptions are pre-
dominantly due to hydrogen atom motion. The positions of these
absorptions are obviously too low to be due to H–F, H–O, H–N or
H–C bonds. The van der Waals complexation of Ar atoms to
molecules typically results in vibrational shifts of a few wavenum-
bers; the greatest shift observed to date (62 cm−1, , 4%) being due
to an exceptionally strong interaction between Ar and BeO (refs 21,
22). Strong van der Waals interactions between Ar and CuX or AgX

(X = F, Cl, Br) have recently been observed23,24. Furthermore, the
7.2-cm−1 shift of the lowest-wavenumber band on 40Ar →36Ar
isotopic substitution shows the presence of Ar chemically bound
to a heavier element, which, based on elementary vibrational
treatment, is most probably fluorine. On this analysis we assign
the three absorptions that we observe to n(H–Ar), d(H–Ar–F) and
n(Ar–F) of HArF, isolated in solid Ar. (Here d indicates a bending
vibration.)

HArF photobleaches under ultraviolet irradiation, in a similar
fashion to the previously characterized Kr- or Xe-containing mol-
ecules14–17. The threshold for photodecomposition of HArF is in the
region of 350–400 nm. The infrared absorptions of HArF decrease
at temperatures above 27 K, when the different photoproducts start
to move throughout the matrix; this motion is particularly indi-
cated by the formation of O3, HOO and FOO. We believe that the
mobilization of individual atoms originating from photodisso-
ciated HF and matrix impurities is responsible for the decrease of
HArF at temperatures above 27 K in solid Ar, due to secondary
reactions. Owing to the presence of these thermally activated
secondary reactions, the question of the intrinsic thermal stability
of HArF in solid Ar remains unanswered for the time being.

The characteristic triplet structure of n(H–Ar) appears in DF
samples, with a maximum at about 1,466.3 cm−1, resulting in a
relative deuteration shift (that is, n(H − Ar)/n(D − Ar) of 1.343. It is
worth comparing this value with the deuteration shifts obtained for
similar Xe- and Kr-containing hydrides14–16. For the strongly bound
Xe compounds HXeCN and HXeCl, the shifts are 1.382 and 1.376,
respectively. On the other hand, the corresponding numbers for the
weakly bound compounds HXeI and HXeSH are 1.336 and 1.343,
respectively. The changes in the deuteration shifts display the effect
of increasing anharmonicity with the weakening bond between
hydrogen and the noble gas. The shift of HArF in Ar is close to the
value found for the more weakly bound hydrides containing heavier
noble gases.
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Figure 1 The infrared absorptions of HArF in solid Ar at 7.5 K. This figure shows the effect
of 40Ar/36Ar and H/D isotopic substitutions. The increased noise in the low-frequency
region is due to the low sensitivity of the detector in this region. Note the different scales in

the plot. The spectra were recorded at 1 cm−1 resolution on a Nicolet 60 SX Fourier-
transform infrared (FTIR) spectrometer.
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We used molecular-orbital calculations to investigate the mole-
cular properties of HArF: perturbation-theory (MP2) and coupled-
cluster (CCSD(T)) calculations were performed using the ‘aug-cc-
pC5Z’ and ‘aug-cc-pVTZ’ basis sets. All the approaches that we
used indicate that the molecule is linear; the CCSD(T)/aug-cc-
pV5Z computations yielded H–Ar and Ar–F bond distances of 133
and 197 pm, respectively. The NBO (natural bond orbital) charge
distribution obtained at the MP2/aug-cc-pVTZ level of theory
indicates a strong ionic character of the molecule, with a positive
partial charge on argon (+0.54) and a negative partial charge on
fluorine (−0.76). The calculated dipole moment at the CCSD(T)/
aug-cc-pV5Z level is 6.51 D. In analogy to the other noble-gas
hydrides14–16 this is an indication of the strong (HAr)+F−charge
transfer in the HArF electronic structure. This shows that HArF
differs completely from the predicted salts containing the strongly
bound (ArF)+ unit9,10. In order to get an idea of the relative
proportions of ionic and covalent contributions in the bonding of
HArF, we compare the computed bond lengths and experimental
frequencies with published data. The gas-phase harmonic frequency
of HAr+ is 2,710.9 cm−1 and the bond distance 128 pm (ref. 25);
comparison with the corresponding values for HArF indicates that
the complete ionic limit (HAr)+F− is not dominating in the
molecule. On the other hand, for Ar+F− in the 2S+ state the
calculated bond length is 240 pm and the vibrational frequency is
394 cm−1 (ref. 26), and the observed frequency in a neon matrix is
415.5 cm−1(ref. 27). These values differ from the present values for
HArF—197 pm and 435.7 cm−1—and suggest the presence of
covalent contribution in the bonding. Furthermore, the bond
length and vibrational frequency of (ArF)+ (163.7 pm and 750 cm−

1)10 differ greatly from the corresponding values for HArF.
At the CCSD(T)/aug-cc-pV5Z level, the HArF molecule is

5.87 eV higher in energy than the Ar + HF configuration. The
calculated minimum dissociation barrier is along the H–Ar stretch-
ing coordinate, and its value is about 0.35 eV. The bending coordi-
nate is connected to a much higher barrier than is the H–Ar
stretching, and (according to our computations) it is above 1 eV
for HArF. In addition, solvation of a strong dipole in a dielectric
host probably provides further stabilization of HArF with respect to
its dissociation limit, but this effect is not expected to be a
determining factor in the existence of HArF. We note here that
our computations refer to the free molecule.

The experimental and computational results for HArF (40Ar and
36Ar) and DArF are compared in Table 1. The CCSD(T)/aug-cc-
pVQZ calculations predict the following three vibrations for HArF:
Ar–H stretching (2,097 cm−1), Ar–H bending (729 cm−1), and Ar–F
stretching (480 cm−1). These vibrational frequencies differ only
nominally from those obtained with the smaller VTZ basis. The
lower-level MP2/aug-cc-pVTZ calculations give similar results to
the CCSD(T) calculations except for the Ar—H stretch, which is
now at 2,313 cm−1. The experimental and calculated infrared inten-
sities are very similar, and the calculations predict a considerable
intensity decrease for the bending mode on deuteration. For the

Kr- and Xe-containing molecules, the hydrogen/noble-gas stretch-
ing mode has been noted to be highly anharmonic14. Therefore,
anharmonic corrections were derived for HArF from the MP2-
calculations28. Indeed, at the MP2/aug-cc-pVTZ level the anhar-
monic effect is about 210 cm−1 for the Ar–H stretching vibration.
For the bending, and the heavy-atom stretching, modes the correc-
tions are smaller, 36 and 8 cm−1, respectively. When the anharmo-
nicity is accounted for, the agreement between the calculated and
experimental wavenumbers improves considerably.

The 36Ar–40Ar shift is especially sensitive to the nature of the Ar–
F bond; the calculated shift is practically the same as that experi-
mentally observed. We note that our determination of the stretching
frequency of the Ar–F bond is clear evidence for the existence of that
bond; to our knowledge, this is the first infrared determination of
the noble-gas/heavy-atom stretching frequency in the family of
noble-gas-containing hydrides. M
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Table 1 Experimental and calculated vibrations of HArF

n (Ar–H)
(cm−1)

d (H–Ar–F)
(cm−1)

n (Ar–F)
(cm−1)

.............................................................................................................................................................................

H–40Ar–F
Experimental 1,969.5* 687.0 435.7
MP2/aug-cc-pVTZ (harm.) 2,313 749 482
MP2/aug-cc-pVTZ (anharm.) 2,103 713 474
CCSD(T)/aug-cc-pVTZ (harm.) 2,053 725 474
CCSD(T)/aug-cc-pVQZ (harm.) 2,097 729 480

.............................................................................................................................................................................

D–40Ar–F
Experimental 1,466.3* 513.0 435.3
CCSD(T)/aug-cc-pVQZ (harm.) 1,500 538 479

.............................................................................................................................................................................

H–36Ar–F
Experimental 1,971.3* 689.3 442.9
CCSD(T)/aug-cc-pVQZ (harm.) 2,100 731 488

.............................................................................................................................................................................
* The strongest component of the site-split absorption.
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